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What are they?

The Family History Library has published 
research outlines which instruct patrons 
in genealogical techniques and list the 
best records to use in family history 
research.



Where do I find 
them?

On the Family Search 
Wiki, of course!

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki








What Outlines 
are available?

• All 50 US states plus a United States 
General Outline

• All Canadian Provinces 

• Quite a few European and 
Scandinavian Countries

• Most Latin American Countries

• Only South Africa for African Countries

• Only the Philippines for Asian Countries

• Some Specialty Outlines



Specialty 
Outlines

• Native American

• U.S. Military Records

• Jewish Research

• Tracing Immigrant Origins

• Tracing LDS Families



What do I do 
now?

• You can read them on-line

OR

• You can download them in .pdf format



What is in Them?







Most Outlines 
Have:

• Research Strategy – How to find 
what you are looking for in a 
systematic way

• Addresses – Where to write to 
obtain records that are not 
digitized on the Web

• Local History – Remember 
Timelines

• A Bibliography – Lots of Books 
that may contain what you are 
looking for

• Links to where to find records at 
a Family History Center or Family 
History Library





Extra… Extra… 
Read all about 
it!

Just about every outline has extra pages 
added at the end. 

However, content varies.

The following are some examples:

















Specialty 
Outlines

• Native American

• U.S. Military Records

• Jewish Research

• Tracing Immigrant Origins

• Tracing LDS Families



Native Americans









U. S. Military 
Records







Jewish Research









Tracing Immigrant 
Origins 











Tracing LDS 
Families 







Questions?


